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The police in Ga-Masemola outside Jane Furse have arrested a 
36-year-old man on Sunday 23 April, after he allegedly acciden-
tally shot and killed his seven-month-old son with a pellet rifle. 
The incident occurred at their home in Maololo, Ga-Mashabela 
Village. Colonel Malesela Ledwaba, Limpopo Provincial Police 
Spokesperson, said the police attended to the complaint after 
the child’s parents rushed him to the local clinic where he was 
certified dead on arrival, after he suffered a gunshot to the chest. 
“Both parents were interviewed and it was revealed that the child’s 
father was hunting for birds with a pellet rifle next to their home 
when the child was accidentally shot,” explained Ledwaba. He 
said the suspect was arrested and charged with murder and police 
have confiscated the pellet rifle. “Investigation is continuing to 
establish the circumstances surrounding the incident. The sus-
pect will appear before the Nebo Magistrate’s Court soon facing 
murder charges,” he said. The Acting Provincial Commissioner 
of the police in Limpopo, Major General Jan Scheepers, has 
condemned the incident, advising the communities to practice 
safety at all times when handling these types of weapons.  

Father arrested after he shot and killed his 
7-month old son 
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A group of disgruntled Tafelkop residents have on Tuesday 25 April halted construction and 
other operations at Tafelkop Mall. 
The community, leading by the Project Steering Committee (PSC), were complaining mainly 
about nepotism. PSC member, Norman Mabowa, told the Dispatch Newspaper that they shut-
down the mall demanding the management to address their long-standing concerns that they 
have raised since the construction of the establishment started last year. “Local companies are 
not benefiting since the construction of the mall started, which according to our agreement, 30% 
of local small businesses should have been appointed. Only one local company was appointed 
ever since the construction of the mall started,” he said. Mabowa added that have also raised 
complaints that the PSC structure is not informed about crucial decision and being sidelined by 
the mall management. “We are not against the development at all, we contributed immensely 
in the building of this mall since the construction started but we were never told about the 
grand opening date, which was scheduled for Wednesday 26 April,” he said. Mabowa further 
said they also came out to voice their disapproval of non-roadworthy vehicles that are set to 
be used by some motorists to transport customers and staff members to various villages. “We 
want all means of transportation to be authorized by the local taxi industry before they can 
start operating,” he said. Tafelkop Mall Representative, Henry Roodt, told the paper that they 
have reached an agreement with the complaining residents. “The problem has been attended 
to and resolved,” he said. 

Unsatisfied community 
shutdown Tafelkop Mall 

operations
Limpopo Premier, Chupu Stanley Mathabatha, has appointed a team of professionals to assess issues 
of governance and leadership, financial management and service delivery in the Department of 
Public Works, Roads and Infrastructure, following backlog in upgrading roads infrastructure in the 
province. Head of the Department of Public Works Roads and Infrastructure, Timothy Seroka, has 
been seconded to the Department of Cooperative Governance, Human Settlements and Traditional 
Affairs, effective from 24 April 2023. Willy Mosoma, Limpopo Premier Spokesperson, said the 
decision was taken after serious concern was raised with the office of the premier by citizens who 
were complaining about poor state of roads. “Some of the roads in question are the R25 Road in 
Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality and Tshikanoshi roads in Ephraim Mogale Local Munici-
pality,” he said. Mosoma said the investigating team will be reporting to the premier in 90 days 
before Mathabatha could consider solutions to resolve service delivery backlog in the province. 
Premier Mathabatha said he believes that the report of the appointed professional team will help 
his office to make an informed decision about the department. The Democratic Alliance (DA) 
in the province say they welcome the appointment of the professional team. However, Risham 
Maharaj, DA Spokesperson for Public Works, Roads and Infrastructure in the province, said the 
decision has all come far too late. “The continued worsening of the province’s infrastructure year 
after year and delays in the completion of projects highlight how Premier Mathabatha and his 
executive have sat idly by over the years and let challenges fester,” he said. According to Maharaj, 
the provincial road network is in shambles and has a backlog of 13 916km of gravel or unpaved 
road or 68.3% of the total road network that needs attention. “RAL needs about R138 billion to 
upgrade all gravel roads in the province and at current funding levels it would take 115 years to 
clear the backlog. Limpopo needs a department and RAL that works,” he said. Maharaj said the 
political party will continue monitoring the situation and await the outcome of the assessment.

Public Works, Roads and Infrastructure Department 
placed under professional assessment
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A Police Joint Intelligence Driven Operation conducted in Nebo outside Jane Furse on Tuesday 
18 April to trace suspects in possession of unlicensed firearms led to the arrest of three suspects. 
The operation was spearheaded by the Nebo Station Commander Colonel KS Manasoe together 
with Detectives Unit and Crime Prevention Police members. Colonel Malesela Ledwaba, Lim-
popo Provincial Police Spokesperson, said during the operation, the police received a tip-off 
about a 33-year-old male suspect who was in possession of an unlicensed firearm at Makhutso 
Village and immediately rushed to the vicinity. “Upon arrival, the police found the suspect 
seated at his residence and requested to search him. The police found the suspect in possession 
of a firearm with no ammunition and was placed under arrest after he failed to produce the legal 
documents of the firearm,” he said. Ledwaba added that during the same operation, the police 
arrested a 29-year-old who was charged with defeating the end of justice, after he allegedly as-
sisted a 34-year-old suspect to evade an arrest while police were searching for him at a local car 
wash. “The suspect allegedly called his accomplice in police presence unaware that they were 
monitoring him. He was nabbed and managed to reveal the location of the suspect who was at 
his hideout in Eenkantaan Village,” explained Ledwaba. He said the police furthered arrested 
a 34-year-old male suspect who was found smoking dagga in public and in possession of an 
unlicensed firearm in Eenkantaan. “Preliminary police investigations revealed that the suspect 
was also wanted in connection with a burglary incident that was committed earlier in Nebo 
Policing area,” He said. Ledwaba said the arrested suspects have started appearing before the 
Nebo Magistrate’s Court facing charges including possession of illegal firearms among others. 
Lieutenant General Thembi Hadebe, Provincial Police Commissioner in Limpopo, praised the 
swift reaction by the police for ridding the area of unlicensed firearms, which she said fell in 
wrong hands and were intended to be used to commit serious crimes.

The Department of Small Business Development in conjunction with Small Enterprise De-
velopment Agency (SEDA), handed-over IMEDP equipment to 39 emerging entrepreneurs in 
Sekhukhune District Municipality (SDM). 
The official hand-over took place in Jane Furse on Monday 24 April with an objective set behind 
SEDA’s promotion of the development of small enterprises in South Africa. The initiative also 
aims to provide support to small businesses and entrepreneurs to help them start, grow and sustain 
their businesses. Deputy Minister of Department of Small Business Development, Dipuo Peters 
and the Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune District Municipality Cllr Maleke Mokganyetji, were 
among dignitaries attending the hand-over. When welcoming the attendees, Executive Mayor 
Mokganyetji expressed gratitude for the initiative, saying they play an important role to support 
small businesses in the Sekhukhune Region. Mokganyetji also acknowledged Deputy Minister 
Peters for her intervention in the hand-over of the equipment, saying “noting that the gathering 
today is evidence that women have the instinct to build nations, furthermore noted that growing 
of small businesses will also help in reducing the unemployment rate.” Presenting her keynote 
address, Deputy Minister Peters emphasized that every firm began in a modest space, a kitchen, 
a garage, a living room, with help and perseverance, it eventually grew into the enormous 
corporations that they now ardently support. “Every business starts out small, but with consist-
ency and a solid foundation, it is bound to grow. Because of this, SEDA is there to help and the 

Police operations yield positive results

Sekhukhune small enterprises get a 
boost

Department of Small 
Business Develop-
ment is dedicated to 
assisting local busi-
nesses. As a result, 
we are here today to 
hand-over equipment 
to help businesses 
advance to the next 
level she said. One of 
the beneficiaries, Ms 
Masemola, advised 
local business owners 
to do follow-ups with 
SEDA after request-
ing assistance with 
the agency. 
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The members of the Limpopo Provincial 
Police Illegal Mining Task Team, together 
with Provincial Organised Crime Unit, have 
confiscated illegal mining equipment valued 
at R67 000-00 during disruptive operations 
conducted at separate locations under Apel 
Policing area in Sekhukhune District. Dur-
ing these operations, three illegal immigrants 
were also apprehended at Zeekoegat Mountain 
Farm. “Police were conducting an operation 
when they noticed a group of people busy with 
illegal mining activities at the mountain and 
immediately pounced on them. The suspects 
started to run away into different directions 
after noticing the police and three were imme-
diately nabbed while others managed to evade 
an arrest,” said Colonel Malesela Ledwaba, 
Limpopo Provincial Police Spokesperson. 
Ledwaba said during the arrests, the police 
seized Illegal mining equipment comprising of 
a generator, jackhammer and three shovels of 
the three undocumented Zimbabwean nation-
als. Ledwaba said the police proceeded to Ga-
Phasha Village continuing with the operations 
and found another group of illegal miners who 

Illegal mining equipment seized, three suspects arrested

managed to flee the scene and left behind their 
equipment. “Subsequently, three generators, 3 
jackhammers valued at R50 000-00 were also 
seized during the operation. The suspects aged 

26 and 34 will appear before the Mecklenburg 
Magistrate Court soon facing charges of illegal 
mining and Contravention of Immigration 
Act,” he said. 

The illegal mining equipment that was confiscated by the police during disrup-
tive operations in Apel area. 

The Nebo Police Tracking Team have made 
a major breakthrough after they re-arrested 
a 29-year-old most wanted suspect in Jane 
Furse on Friday 14 April. The fugitive, Lesley 
Chuenyane was arrested after escaping from 
police custody in 2018 while being transported 
to prison in Witbank, Mpumalanga Province. 
Colonel Malesela Ledwaba, Limpopo Provin-
cial Police Spokesperson, said Chuenyane was 
first arrested in 2018 after he was linked to 
four counts of rape committed at Nebo Polic-
ing area. “The suspect was positively linked 
with the cases through forensic evidence and 
his victims were between 20 and 30 years of 
age,” he said. Ledwaba explained that on the 
day of his escape, Chuenyae was among a group 
of awaiting trial prisoners who allegedly cut 
through the burglar window of a police van after 
it stopped at Laersdrift Policing area in Mpu-
malanga Province. “The other suspects were 
re-arrested shortly after the incident with assis-
tance of the local farmers but Chuenyane man-
aged to escape and has been on the run since,” 
he said. Ledwaba said it is believed that the 
suspect went on and committed serious crimes 
at Nebo Policing area from 2018 until this 
year, which include robberies and hijacking. 
“He was positively linked to the robbery that 
took place at Nebo Traffic Department where 
two security guards were allegedly robbed of 
their service firearms. One of the firearms was 
recovered at the suspect’s homestead in Nebo 
after police were tipped off about its existence. 
It is alleged that the suspect accosted yet two 
other security officers at Phokwane Clinic and 
robbed them of their belongings including 
cellphones,” he said. Ledwaba furthered said 
the suspect was also linked to an incident in 
which a traffic officer was hijacked his private 
motor vehicle at gunpoint. “The stolen VW 
Polo motor vehicle was later recovered after 
the suspect abandoned it when he was cornered 
by the police. The suspect also further robbed 
a female victim of her belongings at gunpoint. 
The woman is reportedly his former classmate. 
The suspect’s reign of terror ended when the 
members of the Nebo task team pounced on 
him at a rented room in Jane Furse on Friday 
14,” he said. Ledwaba said the suspect appeared 
before the Nebo Magistrate’s Court on Monday 
17 April, facing one count of robbery. “He 
was remanded in custody and will be appear-
ing again on Friday 5 May 2023, facing over 
10 charges ranging from rape, carjacking and 
robbery. Meanwhile, he is expected to appear 
in Mpumalanga Province on a charge of escap-
ing from lawful custody, police investigation 
continues,” he said. Provincial Commissioner 
of the Police in Limpopo, Lieutenant General 
Thembi Hadebe, has welcomed the arrest of 
the suspect and applauded the members of the 
task team for re-arresting the criminal.

Nebo Police 
Tracking Team 

pounce on most 
wanted criminal

The fugitive, Lesley Chuenyane, was 
re-arrested in Jane Furse after evad-
ing the police since his escape from 
custody in 2018. 
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Multi-award winning gospel musician, Tshidi Chauke, will be kick-starting his Limpopo music tour in Tafelkop Vil-
lage on Sunday 7 May to promote his new album titled, ‘Tshwarella’. On the day, Chauke will be visiting Thabantsho 
Community Radio Station before proceeding to Evangelical Church, leading by Pastor Tebogo Mukuru and later joining 
Pastor John Mokoena’s AFM Church in Dipakapakeng Section. Chauke hails from Hammanskraal outside Pretoria and 

Multi-award winning gospel artist heading to Tafelkop
has been a Tshwane Gospel Choir lead singer before starting releasing 
solo albums. He said he is happy to take his music tour to Tafelkop to 
engage with his fans while promoting his new album. “I am encouraging 
my fans to tune in to Thabantsho Community Radio Station on Sunday 
7 May to hear more about my new album. Lucky listeners will get a 
chance to win Tshwarella album CDs,” said Chauke excitedly. Chauke`s 
new album was recorded live at Grace Kingdom Community Centre last 
year in Pretoria on 11 June and was officially released on 11 November 
2022. On 1 April 2023, the album was launched in Pretoria and it is 
now available in all digital stores with the title track also available on 
You Tube. During an exclusive interview with the paper, Chauke said 
Thwarella is his second album, after ‘Kholwa’ that released in 2016. 
“What makes this album peculiar is that it was recorded live and I have 
worked with the giants in the industry to produce good quality music. 
I brought the likes of Thapelo Makateng on board who is a renowned 
producer of Spirit of Praise. He is also the man behind the hit song, 
‘Khulula Ugqobo’. I also featured Dr Tumi, Omega and Matema in 
my latest album,” he narrated. Chauke said he will be continuing his 
Limpopo tour for the entire month of May and will be visiting Burg-
ersfort and Polokwane on the dates to be announced soon.

Multi-award win-
ning gospel sing-
er, Tshidi Chauke, 
will be visiting 
Tafelkop to pro-
mote his latest 
albums and givea-
way free CDs.
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MEC for Health Department in Limpopo, Dr Phophi Ramathuba, 
said her department is committed to fight the spread of cancer in rural 
areas with the use of modern technology. Ramathuba made the state-
ment during her Departmental Budget Vote presentation held at the 
Lebowakgomo Legislature on Tuesday 18 April. “As we continue on 
the previous commitment of accelerating service delivery to the rural 
areas using technology, the last outstanding CT Scan was installed and 
commissioned at Sekhukhune District, ST Ritas Hospital and handed 
over by both the Minister of Health Dr. Joe Phaahla and the Premier, 
Chupu Stanley Mathabatha,” she said. Ramathuba said as breast cancer 
is currently number two leading cause of death amongst cancers in 
women, the province has lost many lives as a result of breast cancer 
due to late diagnosis. “We are pleased to report to this legislature that 
technology has once more made it possible for us to deliver on our 
commitment of procuring mammograms and installing them in all our 
five districts, with units in Tshilidzini, Letaba, Mokopane, St Ritas and 
Mankweng Hospitals,” explained Ramathuba. 

Ramathuba devote a  medical 
technology to fight cancer

As concerted efforts to get rid of illegal firearms in Limpopo Province 
gain momentum, the police in Ga-Masemola outside Jane Furse have 
arrested two suspects at Thabampshe Village on Friday 14 April. The 
suspects, aged 36 and 41, were apprehended by the patrolling police after 
they were found in possession of housebreaking equipment, unlicensed 
firearms and ammunition. “It is alleged that the police were conducting 
stop and search at the village when they stopped a Toyota Quantum 
minibus taxi with 14 passengers. They searched the vehicle and found 
two males with backpacks that were having house breaking instruments, 
one pair of gloves, two firearms and ammunition,” said Colonel Malesela 
Ledwaba, Limpopo Provincial Police Spokesperson. Ledwaba added that 
the suspects were immediately place under arrest after they could not 
provide authentic documents to possess the items.  "The fire arms will be 
sent for forensic ballistic testing evidence to determine if they were not 
involved in the commission of other crimes,” explained Ledwaba. He said 
the suspects will appear before the Nebo Magistrate’s Court soon, facing 
charges of possession of house breaking equipment, unlicensed firearms 
and ammunition. Ledwaba said the police investigations are continuing.

Duo apprehended -unlicensed 
firearms seized



8

The Sekhukhune Dispatch - 28 April 2023

The South African Breweries (SAB) South African Football Association (SAFA) Sekhukhune Regional Football League 
is heading towards its completion stage for the 2022/2023 season. League Coordinator, Frank Maredi, said all teams 
participating in the eight streams are expected to complete their matches by Saturday 6 May 2023. “Some of the teams 
have already finished playing their matches and we are left with just a few teams in certain streams to complete their 
league matches this season,” he said. Maredi said winners per each stream will be participating in the regional playoffs 
where the team that will emerge as winners will be representing the region in the Limpopo Provincial Playoffs. “We 
are still going to agree with the date and venue of the regional playoffs after the competition committee meeting that 
will be held soon,” he said. However, Maredi said they are still worried about cancelled matches that guarantee walk-
overs as some of the teams fail to attend matches and lose valuable points. “This is caused by absenteeism of players 
who are scholars and urged to attend extra classes during the weekends, leading to the other team getting three points 
for free. Most of these players are currently in matric and urged to be at school while we have weekend matches. There 
is nothing we can do, sport is important but it is always a fact that education comes first. We are working on ways to 
come with plans to resolve the problem,” he said. Maredi added that some of the players could not be allowed to play in 
important matches because they do not have valid ID documents, which is required for registrations before their partici-
pation within the league. “We are concerned because this denies young talented soccer players to take part in organized 
football, which can open doors for them to join big professional football teams in the country and even abroad. This 
is the reason we urge parents to encourage their children to go to Home Affairs Department and get ID documents as 
soon as they qualify to have one,” he said. Maredi said they are expecting the regional playoffs to go ahead as planned 
and to have a good start of the next football season. “Hopefully we will be sending the best team to represent us in the 
provincial playoffs and probably crowned champions to gain entry to the ABC Motsepe League next season,” he said. 

SAB SAFA Sekhukhune League leading 
teams battle towards Limpopo Provincial 

Playoffs

Dikotope Sports Academy from Dennilton, Elias Motsoal-
edi Local Municipality, are among teams gunning towards 
participating in the Sekhukhune Regional Playoffs. 

Real Borthers FC from Radingwana 
Village in Fetakgomo-Tubatse Local 
Municipality is one of the teams do-
ing well in Stream D of the regional 
competition. 

Parkrun is a free community event where you can walk, jog and run. 
The Parkrun consists of 5km and takes place every Saturday morning 
with the start and finish at Loskop Gymnasium. The Parkrun is organ-
ized by volunteers and can be contacted at: hoerskoolbenviljoen@
parkrun.com. This past Saturday, however, the community had a very 
special participant. Mr Bruce Fordyce, the CEO of Parkrun SA, and a 
well-known South African marathon and ultramarathon athlete, was 
among the participants who started early morning at Loskop Gymna-
sium. Mr Fordyce is best known for winning the South African Com-
rades Marathon a record nine times, eight of which were consecutive 
victories. He also won the London to Brighton Ultramarathon three 
years in a row. He is the former world record holder over 50 miles and 
the former world record holder over 100 km. Anybody who wants to 
participate can register on the parkrun website and come and join the 
run by bringing the printed barcode you receive during registration.

Hoërskool Ben 
Viljoen Parkrun Free 

for everybody!


